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THE GOLDEN BLACKBIED

* I will find your clothes if you will only come with me.'
And the Porcelain Maiden agreed to follow him, and after
having given up her clothes, the young man bought a small horse
for her, which went like the wind. The little hare brought them
both back to seek for the Golden Blackbird, and when they drew
near to the castle where it lived the little hare said to the young
man:

' Now, do be a little sharper than you were before, and you will
manage to carry off both the Golden Blackbird and the Porcelain

Maiden.   Take the golden cage in one hand, and leave the bird in
the old cage where he is, and bring that away too/

The little hare then vanished; the youth did as he was bid, and
the castle servants never noticed that he was carrying off the Golden
Bird. When he reached the inn where his brothers wore detained,
he delivered them by paying their debt. They set out all together,
but as the two alder brothers were jealous of the success of the
youngest, they took the opportunity as they wore passing by the
shores of a lake to throw themselves upon him, seisse the Golden
Bird, and fling him in the water. Then they continued their jour-
ney, taking with them the Porcelain Maiden, in the firm belief that